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Register For Your FREE 

“Learn To Paint Introduction” Course 
 
 

 
 
 

FREE Video Painting Course 
 

“Learn To Paint” Course 
 

Click To Register For Free Course 
 
 

Note - To get the most out of this ebook ensure you have also registered for the 
FREE Learn To Paint Video Course. This will give you access to the videos 
showing you in detail how to complete the project described in this ebook. 
 
 
Please feel free to forward this ebook on to friends you know who might also 
want to learn how to paint, and share it on your social media accounts. 
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Welcome To The Moore Method of Painting 
 
Welcome to the “Learn To Paint” eBook and the Moore Method of Painting. 
 
If you have always dreamed of learning to paint and being an artist then this ebook 
and the five day video course is going to change your life forever. 
 
If you are someone like many of our students who have dabbled in a little painting in 
the past but became frustrated as you were not really sure on how to progress then I 
have exciting news for you. The Moore Method of Painting is going to give you a 
framework and a simple easy series of steps to follow that will rapidly improve your 
painting. 
 
I remember when the bug first bit me. For most of my life I had been a creative 
person but never really thought I had any talent for painting. After all you need 
natural born talent to learn to paint, right?  
 
Actually no … that is a myth. I’ve now taught thousands of students how to paint 
most of them complete beginners so I can assure you if you follow the Moore 
Method of Painting then you too can learn to paint, natural talent or not. 
 
So in 2006 I was sitting in my office with a broken coffee mug. I went next door to the 
$2 shop to buy a new mug and wouldn’t you know it … the coffee mugs were right 
next to the art supplies. 
 
As my eyes took in all of the colours, brushes and canvases I found my heart rate 
speed up and I thought to myself, ``I would love to learn how to paint”. Then I sighed 
as I reminded myself I have no natural talent for painting or art. Just wasn’t born with 
it. 
 
I went back to the office with my new coffee mug … but I couldn’t get the idea of 
learning to paint out of my mind. 
 
Over the next few days I kept finding excuses to go next door and just look at all of 
the art supplies.  
 
A few days later it was a Friday lunchtime and I walked in. I had no idea what I was 
doing so I bought everything I could. Brushes, every colour of paint, canvases of 
all shapes and sizes. 
 
That weekend I set myself up in the back yard and did my first ever painting: 
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Yes I know what you were thinking … I was right I didn’t have any talent at all for 
painting :) 
 
So I did what most beginners do after they conclude they have no talent for painting 
… I packed everything into a box and put it all in the cupboard. Told myself I would 
come back to it when I had more time. 
 
Over the next four years I fooled around with Watercolour.  
 
I even went to classes with some world renowned watercolour artists. One even told 
me in front of the entire class that maybe painting wasn’t for me in a thick spanish 
accent. I can laugh about it now but I was deeply hurt, embarrassed and humiliated 
at the time. 
 
It made me even more determined to find a way to learn how to paint and to move 
through all of the frustration, confusion and challenges that beginners face, 
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I quickly concluded that most good artists are not able to transfer the knowledge and 
skills they have acquired over twenty, thirty or forty years, to beginners in a way that 
empowered them to get the confidence to progress. 
 
I’ve even had professional artists in their workshops ridicule me in an attempt to 
cover their own inadequacies if you can believe that. 
That’s why I vowed to figure out how to learn to paint and then devise a system that 
would make it easy to teach other beginners and intermediate artists. 
 
In November 2010 I did my first oil painting as a Christmas present for my dad who 
was sick and dying at the time. The smile on his face gave me hope and 
encouragement to continue.  
 
I quickly progressed and started to formulate some ideas around what the painting 
process was. After watching thousands of hours of DVD instruction from good to 
great artists, and reading hundreds of books I soon noticed a pattern that nearly 
every artist followed. A blueprint or a roadmap emerged. 
 
And that’s when I became clear on the Moore Method of Painting. 
 
I started teaching art classes and workshops in 2012 with a little success. 
 
The more I refined the process and simplified it the better the results students started 
to get. 
 
Today it is beyond question that the Moore Method of Painting is simply the best 
approach to painting and learning to paint for beginners and intermediate artists. 
 
I have taught hundreds of students personally, and thousands online through our 
various courses and projects at the Learn To Paint Academy. Even more important I 
have now taught others to become Moore Certified Instructors and start teaching the 
Moore Method of Painting in Australia, New Zealand, Ireland, USA, Saudi Arabia, 
and Canada. 
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Today I am on a mission to teach the world to paint using the Moore Method of 
Painting. 
 
To me there is nothing more rewarding about what I do than to have someone who 
doesn’t think they have any artistic talent, finish a painting that they are proud of. 
They always amaze themselves and their family and friends, and it gives them 
encouragement to try again. 
 
So if you have your box of art supplies in the cupboard it’s time to get them out and 
have another try using the Moore Method of Painting. 
 
I guarantee you that if you follow along with the instructions you can learn to paint as 
well. 
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Have a look at those smiling faces if you are wondering if it's possible. 
 
Yes YOU can learn to paint as well so let’s get started. 
 
First let me tell you what the Moore Method of Painting is. 
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So What Is The Moore Method of Painting? 
 
The Moore Method of Painting is a simple easy to follow series of steps to start and 
finish a painting. 
 
Here is the big problem for beginners … 
 
Painting is complex. Knowing where to start is difficult. Figuring out what to do next 
is even more so. Knowing how to finish and finesse a painting is almost impossible 
for beginners. 
 
Then there are too many questions unanswered for beginners. 
 

What Medium? Oils, Pencils, Acrylics, Watercolour? 
 
Which Colours to use? Don’t do what I did and buy all of them. 
 
What brushes do you use and when do you use them, and for what effect? 
 
And what surface do you paint on? Canvas, Panels, Paper? 
 
Which mediums, glazes and solvents do you need? 
 
And what on earth will I paint? 
 

No wonder beginners quickly become confused and overwhelmed. Personally I 
became very frustrated. 
 
Here is the thing I observed … beginner to intermediate artists were over 
complicating the painting process so they were not enjoying it and not getting 
satisfactory results. 
 
So the Moore Method of Painting is all about simplifying everything down. 
 

● 3 Steps To Complete A Painting 
● 3 Colours 
● 3 Brushes 
● 3 Other Items 

 
I found when I started reducing the number of colours and brushes I made available 
to students that they started to get better results. 
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When I simplified the projects and gave them just three steps all of a sudden they 
started painting much better and they were a lot happier with their paintings at the 
end of the day. 
 
So the Moore Method of Painting is all about simplifying everything right down. 
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Why The Moore Method of Painting Is So Effective In 
Helping Beginners Learn To Paint. 
 
 

 
 

The Moore Method of Painting is so effective because it simplifies everything 
leaving the students with less to think about. It makes it easier for them to follow 
along. 
 
You will quickly see how you too can learn to paint when you follow the instructions 
in this ebook and the free five day video course. 
 
But don’t just take my word for it … here is real feedback from just some of the 
thousands of students who have learnt to paint with the Moore Method of Painting: 
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That’s just a small sampling of the feedback we get on a daily basis from our social 
media channels like Facebook & YouTube. 
 
What I really love though is getting emails from students like this one.Jola is a 
customer of our courses and completed this Tuscan Landscape painting from one of 
our projects  ... 

 

 
Hi Rod, 
 
I am not sure if I am finished with this one or not yet but that is where I left it last night. I just wanted 
to share my thrill of finding your school and following your methods of teaching. 
I have been painting, mostly tutorials, for a year and a half now. There is a galore of the books and 
stuff online, but some are a total waste of time. Your is so far not. On the contrary, you’re an 
excellent teacher, clear, simple, concise and easy to follow. Teaching is an art in itself. 
 
Also, I can’t believe you’re a one person business. You film yourself, edit, promote and sell it. Wow! 
Great inspiration for people like me. 
 
As a kid I dreamed of being an artist but… life took me a different path and I haven’t done anything 
for some forty years. Going through some not so great time of my life and probably subconsciously, 
looking for a mental lift from my black, deep hole of hopelessness and despair, I started doodling 
and soon figured out that I don’t have to wait till I retire to go back to my dreams. 
 
But, yes I have to work to afford pursuing this lost dream of mine, so I don’t have a lot of spare 
time. Your method is straightforward and makes the use of my time very efficient. Also, the acrylic 
painting done your method has a fresh, not overworked and overdone look. 
 
Thank you! 
Jola Kedra 

 
And there are hundreds of photos from our painting classes that show students using 
the Moore Method of Painting to great effect. Here are some examples: 
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Three Steps Are All You Need To Do Your First 
Painting With The Moore Method of Painting! 
 
Now this is the great thing about the Moore Method of Painting. 
 
As mentioned before it is all about simplifying things for beginners and breaking the 
painting process down into a series of logical easy steps. Each step builds on the 
next and the end result is a finished painting. 
 
I didn’t make these steps up. I observed them by attending countless art classes and 
watching thousands of hours of art instruction DVDs. 
 
What I noticed is most good artists could not clearly articulate the underlying 
structure to how they approach a painting. That is because they had moved, through 
years of experience and practice, from being unconsciously incompetent to 
unconsciously competent. 
 
In other words they had arrived at the point where they no longer had to think about 
their painting process it just happened naturally. This frees a good artist up to paint 
with more emotion, heart, soul and intuition. 
 
The problem being that when they go to teach beginners they do not clearly see that 
they are approaching their painting with a clear underlying structure to it. In other 
words all good artists follow a series of steps. Sure they all put their own unique twist 
or flavour to it but inevitably they all have to create some sort of drawing, block in 
colour, then finesse it with details. 
 
In my frustration with trying to learn from great artists I decided to stop listening to 
what they were saying and just observe what they did. Thousands of hours later it 
became clear to me there are just three main steps you need to create great art. 
 
Granted, within each of those steps there is a lot to learn, but the three steps give 
you a framework to follow. A blueprint if you will. A roadmap to take you from blank 
canvas to finished masterpiece. 
 
The best part was when I started teaching my students both in actual workshops and 
through videos online they started to get better results. The three steps made logical 
sense to them and they found it really easy to follow along with as they had this 
frame-work in their minds to give some structure to the painting process. 
 
That’s when the Moore Method of Painting was born. 
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It’s now been taught to thousands of students around the world to great success. 
 

 
 
In the above picture you can see me doing Step 1 which is all about drawing in the 
big shapes. 
 
The exciting part is you do not need to be a great drawer to complete this stage. 
Yay! I almost stopped my pursuit of painting because I couldn’t draw well. Still can 
not. Fortunately in the Moore Method of Painting the drawing stage is all about 
placing the big shapes on the canvas. 
 
Usually there are about 6 - 8 big shapes you need to place correctly on the canvas. 
 
Once you can identify the big shapes and then place them in the right spot then you 
have a handle on step one of the Moore Method.  
 
Sure there is more to learn about composition and so on which we can teach you 
through our online courses at the Learn To Paint Academy but for now let’s keep it 
simple and quickly draw in some big shapes. 
 
You are about to learn how. 
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Step two of the Moore Method of Painting is the block in phase.  
 
Here it is all about getting the right colour down in the right place on the canvas. We 
use a big brush and lots of paint and layer it in using our drawings of the big shapes 
as our guide. 
 
No need to finesse too much at this stage. 
 
We can adjust and correct things in the third step. 
 
All up these first two steps should not take you much longer than about twenty to 
thirty minutes. 
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The third and final step in the Moore Method of Painting is where we slow right 
down and focus in on things like the details, highlights, edges, and finishing touches. 
 
We take our time and use midtones and highlight tones to bring elements like trees 
to life giving them form and dimension. 
 
Time is taken to bring out center of interest (or focal point) into focus.  
 
Good landscape and seascape painting also has a strong source of light showing so 
we ensure we utilise the contrast between shadows and highlights to indicate light in 
the painting. 
 
It’s a good time to also utilise devices to control the flow of the viewer's eye through 
the painting. We can manipulate the way in which viewers interact with the painting 
and hold their attention for longer. 
 
So there you have the three main steps of the Moore Method of Painting. And let 
me reiterate that these are the same basic underlying steps that practically every 
great artist goes through in one form or another to achieve their masterpieces at the 
end. 
 
You are about to learn more about these three steps in the detailed project break 
down on the coming pages. If you are like many of my students and you want to 
have access to even more detailed full length projects then I highly recommend the 
Learn To Paint Academy. 
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Okay let us now look at the colours, brushes and equipment we are going to need to 
get started.  
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Start With Three Colours 
 
As a beginner to intermediate painter you will progress a lot faster if you keep your 
palette simple. All you need for 90% of your painting is the three primary colours - 
Blue, Red & Yellow.  
 
By keeping your palette to a minimum it forces you to learn how to mix colours 
accurately. 
 
The colours we will be using are: 
 
 

 

Ultramarine Blue - A strong warm blue it has a little red in it and is 
ideal for most landscape and seascape painting. 

 

Alizarin Crimson - A darker cooler red which is a perfect 
compliment to Ultramarine Blue. When mixed they form a terrific 
transparent dark. 

 

Yellow Ochre - An earthy warm yellow with a touch of red in it. 

 

Titanium White 

 

Cadmium Yellow - This is a booster colour and not part of my main 
palette. Used mostly for highlights and to give the overall painting a 
boost. 
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Reference - Windsor & Newton Oil Paints Colour Chat 
http://www.winsornewton.com/au/discover/resources/colour-charts/artists-oil-colour 
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Use Just Three Brushes 
 
Brushes is another big challenge for a lot of beginners.  
 
They end up with hundreds of them and never really work out what each is capable 
of. I have narrowed it down to just a few brushes which is all you need when you are 
starting out. 
 
Again by keeping a limited range of brushes you are forced to learn the full 
capabilities of the few brushes you have at your disposal. 
 

 
 

The three brushes above that we will use for this project are: 
 

● 1” Geso Brush with bristle hair or a large flat bristle hair brush 
 

● Small Flat Brush 
 

● Script liner brush 
 
You will learn to complete the vast majority of your paintings with just a few brushes 
like these.  
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And Add These Three Things 
 
You are also going to need these three items to get started: 
 
 
 

 

Canvas To Paint On - For the purpose of this project I 
recommend you get a 12” x 16” size canvas to. Always get 
the best quality stretched canvas you can afford as it will 
make a difference to the finished result. 
 
Note - I recommend these canvases from Mont Marte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper Towel - You will need a roll of paper towel to keep 
yourself and your brushes clean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jar of Water - If you are using acrylics or water soluble oil 
paints then you will need a jar of water to clean the 
brushes in. If you are using traditional oil paints then you 
will need a medium or solvent like Gum Turpentine. 
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A Simple Project Using The Moore Method of 
Painting 
 
Okay now that we understand what the three steps are that we are going to take, the 
three colours that we will use, and the three brushes, let’s make a start on the first 
step. 
 
 
Step 1 - Draw In Big Shapes 
 
To start with you will want to get a canvas of about 12” x 16”. I am using one slightly 
larger for the demonstration however I suggest starting on a smaller canvas 
especially if this is your first painting. 
 
I have the canvas attached to a large backboard but you can use a small artist easel 
available from any good art store.  
 
My palette is a tear off palette which I find convenient and easier to clean up after I 
am finished painting. 
 
As you can see I have squeezed out a large amount of the three primary colours … 
Ultramarine Blue, Alizarin Crimson, and Yellow Ochre. These are acrylic paints. The 
process is exactly the same in oils. The essential difference would be if you use 
acrylic you will want a pot of water, with oils you will need a medium to thin the paint 
down like Gum Turpentine. 
 

 
© Copyright 2019- All International Rights Reserved. Moore Art Enterprises 

http://www.learntopaint.info/


 
Learn To Paint With The Moore Method of Painting - Click Here For Free Video Course 

 
 
In this very first step in the photo above I have placed the brush in water to wet it. It 
is a small flat brush. 
 
With the brush wet I have pulled some of Ultramarine Blue to one side and thinned it 
down. 
 
We are going to draw in the big shapes on our canvas so we want the paint thin. 
Always start with thin paint. 
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The very first step I have done is to draw in the horizon line (and pulled a silly face :) 
). 
 
Notice that I have drawn it loosely and roughly at the third mark from the bottom of 
the canvas. This is your first step … I recommend following along with this ebook 
and actually going and doing this step before moving on to the next step. 
 

 
 
Next I place in what will become our centre of interest (or Focal Point). This is a 
small cottage. 
 
First I drew in a rectangle for the base of the cottage. Then a triangle for the roof. I 
then levelled off the roof and drew a line under the cottage. 
 
Take note of the position of the cottage relative to the horizon line. This is important 
… you do not want your cottage sitting on the horizon line in this painting. Also the 
cottage is on the third mark from the right hand side of the canvas if you imagine 
horizontal lines on the third marks. 
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Now we take it another step … I draw in another horizontal line at the third mark from 
the top. Do this lightly as this is only a guideline. Then as you can see in the picture 
above, I draw in the shape of the distant mountain range. Notice that in some areas I 
am above the third line, and in other slightly below. Also note that because the 
cottage is on the right hand side it gives that side some weight … so I place the taller 
part of the mountain on the left to balance it out. 
 
Don’t worry too much about getting the shape of the mountain exactly the same as 
mine. Add your own feel to it. Just follow the key points above. 
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At this point we need to anchor the cottage into the ground. So I place some basic 
shapes of bushes to the rear and into the front of the cottage as well. These will be 
useful later on to allow us to create some depth and dimension into the painting. 
 

 
 
I also rough out the shape of some poplar trees behind the cottage and the larger 
foreground gum tree. At this stage though I am just indicating where the foreground 
tree will sit in the painting. 
 

 
 
Now we have our basic drawing complete. How easy was that? 
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As you can see, you do not need any real drawing skills to be able to start painting. 
Keep in mind that the purpose of our drawing step is to really identify the location of 
the big shapes in the painting. Usually I will aim for between 5 - 8 big shapes. 
 
In this example we have the foreground shape, cottage, bushes, trees, mountains, 
sky and larger foreground gum tree … so 7 big shapes. Painting becomes a lot 
easier when you break it down into simple terms like this, don’t you think? 
 
Now there is a bit more to learn about composition as you progress as an artist 
however this is all you need to make a start. In the Learn To Paint Academy I share 
with members how to create an even more powerful and effective compositions. 
 
Congratulations … you have just completed step one of the Moore Method of 
Painting. 
 
 
Step 2 - Block In Some Colour 
 
Okay step one was fairly easy. Now we take it up a notch and introduce colour in 
step two. This is the block in phase where our goal is to block in colours that relate to 
the big shapes we have just drawn in. 
 
We are going to use a top down approach which means we will start at the top of the 
canvas and work down. It also means we will usually start with the most distant part 
of the painting and work forward to the foreground which would be the closest point 
in the painting. 
 
One of the keys to bringing a painting alive is to create a sense of depth, or aerial 
perspective in the painting. We want to take our 3D world and represent it on our 2D 
canvas. Fortunately we can do this when we understand the difference between 
WARM colours and COOL colours, and the rules that apply to them. 
 
Here is what you need to know (we go into a lot more training on this) … 
 

WARM COLOURS COME FORWARD 
 

COOL COLOURS RECEDE BACK 
 

Always keep this in mind … the warmer colours (Red, Yellow & Orange) come 
forward while the cooler colours like Blue recede back. Knowing this allows us to 
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send some things into the background and bring other things forward creating a 
sense of depth. 
 
Again we go into this in more detail in the courses and projects you will learn when 
you join the Learn To Paint Academy. 
 
There are other fundamentals that also contribute to a sense of aerial perspective 
such as Values, Edges and so on but for now warm vs cool will take you a long way 
to creating more effective paintings. 

 
 

 
 
Using the 1” geso brush I have picked up a chunk of Ultramarine Blue and Titanium 
White and mixed them on the palette as you can see above. 
 
Don’t overly mix them on the palette but it is important that you have the mix light 
blue. So make sure you have enough of the white in the mix. If you start with the sky 
too dark (or too blue) then everything coming forward will also need to be darker 
which will give the whole painting a heavy feel. 
 
Remember also if you are using acrylics they tend to dry a little darker than they look 
when wet. So you may need to go even lighter again than what you think. 
 
You want to create a gentle gradient of colour from the top of the sky to the 
mountains as well. Darker at the top and getting lighter when you reach the 
mountains. So a good way to approach it is when you have made up a mix of sky 
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colour paint it across the very top in one band. Then go back and lighten the mix 
slightly and paint that in a band across the canvas under the first band. Let the two 
bands overlap slightly. 
 
Continue this until you reach the mountains. Then clean the brush and go back over 
the overlapping layers with a clean dry brush and just blend the bands gently. 
 
Don’t leave any edges or lines showing in the sky. 
 

 
 
Once the sky is complete you want to mix a darker version of the sky colour and add 
just a pin head of Alizarin Crimson to it. Remember our rule about warm colours 
coming forward, right? So the pin head of red will warm the mountains up a little 
more than the sky. 
 
Take a look at the pic above and note the difference between the sky mix and the 
mountain mix. 
 
Being able to mix just the right colour and tone is really a key to good painting. 
It’s something that comes in time as you learn the skills of colour mixing and 
practice it regularly. This is something we stress the importance of in the 
Learn To Paint Academy. 
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Continue working the mountain colour down to the tree line. Do not worry if you go 
over the lines at all at this stage as we can adjust the edges when we block in the 
distant trees. 
 
I am still only using the 1” geso brush. 
 
As I get to the lower section of the mountains I have added just a touch of white to 
the mountain colour mix to lighten it. This will help create greater contrast against the 
darker trees we are about to add in. 
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As you can see above I have now started to block in the distant trees. Whenever we 
are painting in objects like trees we always start with the darkest shadow tone first. 
Then we add a mid tone to it, and then a highlight tone. By doing so we can create 
three dimensional objects in our landscape paintings. 
 
Look closely at the palette in the above picture. Notice that I have mixed another mix 
of a darker tone from the mountain or sky tone. Also take note of how I have mixed it 
to the side of the mountain colour mix. I have done this so that I could compare the 
new mix against the previous one to ensure it was darker and warmer. 
 
So the distant tree shadow mix is Ultramarine Blue + Alizarin Crimson + a dash of 
Titanium White. Because there is less white in the mix it is darker so the distant trees 
are going to appear as though they are coming forward from the mountains. 
 

 
 
Once the distant trees are blocked in I then darken the mix a little more to do the 
bushes and trees around the cottage. If you look closely above you will notice that 
the steps in terms of darkness are subtle yet they still create layers within the various 
bushes. 
 
These layers create depth and dimension within the painting. They can also add a 
little mystery and intrigue as well so take your time with these and make sure you get 
the tones just right. 
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I’ve now taken the darkest tone and brushed it across the foreground to indicate 
shadows from larger foreground trees. These trees are not necessarily in the frame 
of the picture but they are suggested. 
 
I learned this from a great artist by the name of Jack White who has sadly passed on 
now. He wrote in one of his books about the idea of having a dark shadow across 
the foreground to create a threshold for the eye to step over. It is quite an effective 
device to control the flow of the eye in a painting. 
 
We talk about different devices for controlling the movement of the eye around a 
painting in the Learn To Paint Academy. 
 
Oh … and I have pulled a funny face as well. Very important when painting :) 
 

 
© Copyright 2019- All International Rights Reserved. Moore Art Enterprises 

http://www.learntopaint.info/


 
Learn To Paint With The Moore Method of Painting - Click Here For Free Video Course 

 
 
The final part of step two is to block in the ground. The ground is usually horizontal to 
the source of light so is typically lighter than the bushes, trees and cottages in the 
landscape. 
 
Here I am using a mix of Yellow Ochre and Titanium White for the ground. 
 
In the far distance we want to keep the tone light. As we come forward to the 
foreground we start to darken the mix and also warm it up. Remember to warm the 
mix up just add in red to the mix. 
 
By making the distant ground light in tone, and then get darker and warmer as the 
ground comes forward we create a sense of depth which is what we are going for. 
Now generally speaking you want to paint the ground horizontally for the block in 
stage. 
 
If you have followed along with the instructions here and watched the videos then 
you will have no problems getting to the finish of step two of the Moore Method of 
Painting. Just take your time and work through each step. Each step builds logically 
on the previous ones. 
 
Congratulations on getting to this stage of the painting. 
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Step 3 - Details & Highlights 
 
Now we come to step three of the Moore Method of Painting which is the details, 
highlights and finishing touches. This is where we need to slow down and take our 
time to really bring our painting to life. 
 
Now let’s look at our starting point for step three. 
 

 
 
In the photo above I am placing highlights on the distant trees. 
 
First of all we need to find the right mix for the highlights. We start by mixing up the 
shadow tone we have already painted. So remember the shadow colour was a mix 
of Ultramarine Blue + Alizarin Crimson and just a pinch of Titanium White. 
 
So we remix that colour.  
 
Then to find the highlight colour we take our shadow mix and lighten it and 
warm it. We lighten it by mixing more Titanium White into it. Then we warm it 
by adding in Alizarin Crimson and Yellow Ochre. 
 
This will give us a nice highlight colour. 
 
Now how we apply it is important. Using the 1” geso brush I usually push the edge of 
the bristle hairs up into the mix. Be careful you don’t end up with too much paint on 
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the brush. This is a common mistake for beginners … their brushes end up clogged 
with paint and if it’s on the brush it will probably end up on the canvas. 
 
So first check how loaded the brush is and if you need to clean some out with a 
paper towel. 
 
Now we need to think about where the source of light is going to come from. We 
want to highlight the light side of the trees and buildings. In this case the source of 
light is from the top right hand side so that’s where we will put our highlights. 
 
Have a careful look at how I have highlighted the trees in the photo above as I make 
a start. 
 

 
 
In the above picture you can see I have developed the highlights even further. You 
can see that I am using the highlights to shape the trees themselves. The shadow 
side is important to giving the trees shape and dimension. Make sure you don’t paint 
out all of your shadows which is a common mistake. 
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Next we come forward to the bushes that are around the cottage. 
 
The shadow colour of these bushes was a little darker than the distant trees. Just 
like in the previous step we start with the darker shadow first, then we lighten it and 
warm it. Same process as before. 
 
Remember - First find the shadow colour, then lighten it and warm it to find the 
highlight colour. 
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To create a little variety in the bushes, and to separate them from the ones behind 
creating even more layers, I have switched it up a little. 
 
The bush on the left hand side of the cottage I have used more of a red tone … first 
a darker red for the shadow side, then a lighter highlight red. 
 
On the right hand side I have gone for a brighter warmer green. A fourth colour has 
been introduced to the palette … Cadmium Yellow. This is not one of our core 
colours so it just serves to punch up the colour here and there. 
 
Notice again I am shaping the bush using this warmer green mix. 
 

 
 
Now we take a dramatic step forward. I have mixed up a dark tone. This is our 
darkest tone in the painting. 
 
How do we mix it? 
 
Simple - Ultramarine Blue + Alizarin Crimson + Yellow Ochre. Don’t use any white in 
this mix. These three mixed together will form a nice strong dark to use in the 
foreground elements. 
 
Then with a flat brush I have blocked in the shape of the tree trunks. 
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Note - Before attempting to paint in the main tree I recommend you take an hour 
break if you are using acrylics. If oils maybe leave the painting overnight. This way 
the paint already applied will have a chance to dry off a little which will make your life 
easier. 
 
Each medium (oils or acrylics) has its own particular features and characteristics. 
Even individual brands will behave in their own particular way. The only way to really 
understand how your paints will behave is by painting a lot. That is the advantage of 
joining the Learn To Paint Academy because you will get lots of painting projects 
each month to practice. 
 
 

 
 
With the 1” geso brush I have used basically the same dark tone that I mixed for the 
tree trunk to fashion in the foliage. Take particular note of the shapes of the foliage. 
 
This particular tree is an Australian gum tree. It’s foliage clumps together and forms 
a mushroom like shape. The trees in your area may be different. A good habit then is 
to take lots of photos of elements you find in a landscape like trees and build up your 
own reference library. 
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I then create a warm green foliage colour similar to the one near the cottage and use 
that to highlight the foliage that is catching the light. 
 

 
 
Now this is my favourite part of the painting. If you have everything right up until now 
then this step will make your painting really pop. 
 
The step is putting highlights on the tree trunk and branches. 
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The mix is simply Titanium White with a little Alizarin Crimson + Yellow Ochre. Just a 
little of the two colours in the mix. 
 
Then using the smaller flat brush load it on one side with the highlight colour and run 
it down the side of the tree trunk as you can see me doing in the picture above. 
 
I’ve gone a little too wide with the highlight so I will need to work some dark back into 
the trunk. 
 

 
 
Above you can see that I have worked back with the darker tone and painted some 
dark over the lighter highlights. Just gently brush it up and down where the two meet 
. 
 
Look at the trunk in the pic above. Its starting to really look great isn’t it? 
 
Notice also how the foreground tree appears a lot closer to us than the distant trees 
and mountains. If you have that depth starting to happen in your painting then you 
know you are on the right track. The depth gives your paintings a professional look to 
them. 
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Now let’s get into some more detailed work. 
 
I take the small script liner brush and pull it back and forth through the darker mix on 
my palette. I then user that to fashion in some smaller branches and twigs. A few 
carefully placed branches will do the trick. Avoid the temptation to over work the 
details. Leave some for the viewers imagination to fill in. 
 

 
 
You can then add some highlights to a few of the branches as well. 
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At this point stand back and take a good look. 
 

 
 
Time to work on the cottage. 
 
First we want to paint in a shadow tone for the base of the cottage. Keep in mind the 
cottage is further back in the distance than the foreground tree … so we want the 
dark to be lighter and cooler (or bluer less yellow). 
 
The mix I used is Titanium White + Ultramarine Blue + Alizarin Crimson. 
 
Another good trick to create depth in a painting is to grey things off in the distance. 
So with this mix you will want to grey it off a little. The way to do this is to add the 
missing primary colour from the mix. So we used blue and red … to grey it then we 
need to add a touch of yellow. Just a pin head should do the trick. 
 
The use of grey’s in the landscape are vitally important so I spend a bit of time 
ensuring members of the Learn To Paint Academy know how to mix and use greys. 
 
The roof is a lighter version of the shadow colour we just mixed. 
 
You can mix an orange with the Alizarin Crimson + Yellow ochre and with the small 
flat brush just drag it lightly over the roof colour. This will create the effect of rusted 
sheets of corrugated iron on the roof. 
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A few more details such as a couple of windows and doors, and a chimney, will 
complete the cottage. Again do not overly detail it. The cottage is in the distance and 
if you give it too much detail it will want to come forward. 
 

 
 
Its starting to come together nicely. 
 
We move now to the field. I mix up a combination of Yellow Ochre + Titanium White 
and a little Alizarin Crimson. Start at the most distant point and with the 1” geso 
brush work forward to the front of the scene. 
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Take note of how I have worked the field colour over the shadows at the base of the 
gum tree, and around the bushes that surround the cottage. Use the edge of the 
geso brush to flick up grasses. 
 

 
 
We are going to need a path to get to the cottage. 
 
So I use a warm mix of highlight colour like we used to highlight the gum tree. With 
the flat brush start to develop a path.  
 
In the videos for the free course I go back and forth with the path until I get 
something I am happy with. It’s worth watching so you can see that you may not 
always get it right the first time. 
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A few more finishing touches such as fence posts are added in as you can see 
above. 
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Finally I add in the poplar trees (conifer trees). 
 
First I mixed up a dark green mix of Ultramarine Blue + Yellow Ochre. I then 
lightened this mix with a touch of Titanium White and greyed it back with a little 
Alizarin Crimson. This mix is our dark shadow tone. 
 
I then dragged the edge of the 1” geso brush through the mix pulling the hairs 
together. 
 
The edge of the geso brush was used to create the shape of the trees. Narrower at 
the top and then widening out at the bottom. Don’t make them the same height and 
size and note that one of them crosses over the line of the mountain range. 
 
To the above mix just add more Cadmium Yellow to find the highlight colour and 
keeping in mind the direction of the source of light apply some highlights to these 
trees. 
 
Once you get to this point pat yourself on the back as you have now just finished 
your first painting using the Moore Method of Painting. 
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Another Project For You To Try 
 
Let us now look at another projects. 
 
This one a little more complex to show you that the Moore Method of Painting 
doesn’t just apply to simple painting projects. It can be used for more complex 
paintings as well. 
 
In this example we are going to paint a Tuscan Farmhouse. This is a painting project 
from the Learn To Paint Academy. If you wish to see the full video of me painting 
this then simply join us and you will have instant access. 
 
Step 1 - Draw In Big Shapes 
 
Our starting point is exactly the same. We start out by drawing in the big shapes first. 
 

 
 
Because of the buildings there is a little more in the drawing of this painting however 
keep in mind that the buildings themselves are just a collection of simple shapes like 
rectangles and triangles.  
 
When you break everything down into simple shapes it becomes easier. 
 
Notice I have indicated the shadow side of the buildings with some darker paint just 
to give my drawing a little bit of dimension. 
 
 

 
© Copyright 2019- All International Rights Reserved. Moore Art Enterprises 

http://www.learntopaint.info/


 
Learn To Paint With The Moore Method of Painting - Click Here For Free Video Course 

Step 2 - Block In Some Colour 
 
Now we come to step two which is the blocking in off colour.  
 

 
 
Again the process for the block in for step two is exactly the same as our previous 
project. It’s just a little more complex around the buildings so take a little more time 
there. 
 
Step 3 - Details & Highlights 
 
Now we come to step three, which is always the time we slow down and take our 
time as we add in the details, highlights and finishing touches. 
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Notice I am highlighting the bushes, trees and grass in the photo above. It really 
brings it to life especially with the three dimensional effect of the buildings.  
 
Always remember the importance of a strong source of light and how that can bring 
your painting to life. 
 
With what you have learnt in this ebook you can do this painting. Just take your time 
and work your way logically through the three steps. Remember that the Tuscan 
Farmhouse is also using the three main colours for 90% of this painting and I’ve 
used a handful of brushes. 
 
Do you want to see the full video? If yes then join the Learn To Paint Academy and 
you will have instant access to this project and many more. 
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Keys To Getting Started Painting 
 
So now you know everything you need to make a start with painting using the Moore 
Method of Painting. 
 
Clearly there is more to learn however there is more than enough covered in this 
ebook for you to make a solid start on your journey to becoming a great artist. 
 
Here are a few things to think about to make it even easier to get started: 
 
Key 1 - Get the Right Supplies  
 
This is an important one. If you don’t have one of the colours don’t try and substitute 
it for another colour. Chances are good it won’t work out. You are best to get all of 
the colours, brushes and supplies you need first and then make a start. 
 
Key 2 - Watch The Videos 
 
Make sure you are enrolled in the free five course and watch all of the videos in the 
course first before you start in conjunction with reading this ebook. This will make it 
all a lot clearer for you to follow along. 
 
Key 3 - Set Aside the Time 
 
You will need to make time for your painting if you really want to learn. To complete 
the main project in this ebook, along with reading the book and watching the videos 
is probably going to take 4 - 6 hours all up. So schedule the time and tell the family 
not to interrupt you during your painting time. 
 
Key 4 - Have A Dedicated Space 
 
It is always easier to have a dedicated space in the house (or Garage like me) where 
you can leave everything set up and ready to go. This will make it easier for you to 
get started. 
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Key 5 - Brush Miles 
 
Once you have learnt the fundamentals of painting, some of which are covered here 
in this ebook, the real key then is to paint as much as possible. The more brush 
miles you clock up following the right fundamentals the faster will be your progress. 
It’s not a race but it is always rewarding to see progress in our efforts. 
 
Follow these keys and you will not only get started painting you will also see good 
progress as well, which is what we all want to see :) 
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Join The “Learn To Paint Academy” 
 

 
 
If you have enjoyed what you have learnt in this ebook and the free videos then you 
are going to love being a member of the Learn To Paint Academy. 
 
Members enjoy access to 25+ full length painting courses and more than 100+ 
painting projects. Each of the painting projects will be taught using the Moore 
Method of Painting following the simple three step system you have just learnt 
about. 
 
In the full length painting projects however we go into a lot more depth and detail so 
that you not only learn the keys to good painting, but you also have lots of great 
painting projects to practice each month. 
 
And the best news is … 
 

You Can Get Started Today For A $1 Trial 
 

 
The Learn To Paint Academy is really my inner circle of painting friends where I 
share all of the best tips and tricks I am learning along the way in my own career as 
a professional artist and art teacher. 
 

 
© Copyright 2019- All International Rights Reserved. Moore Art Enterprises 

http://www.learntopaint.info/
http://mooreartschool.com/join-ltpa-trial/


 
Learn To Paint With The Moore Method of Painting - Click Here For Free Video Course 

Give the Learn To Paint Academy a try if you know that you will enjoy learning 
more and becoming a better artist with our help. 

 

 
 
Founded in 2012 by Australian artist Rod Moore, and originally called Moore Art 
School, Learn To Paint Academy has now taught 30,000 + students around the 
world how to paint using the Moore Method of Painting. 
 
Rod started Learn To Paint Academy because he was frustrated with the process of 
trying to learn how to paint as a beginner and wanted to develop a more effective 
method for teaching both beginners to intermediate students around the world. 
 
Through our online courses thousands of students globally have realised their dream 
of becoming an artist following the simple step by step approach taught at Moore Art 
School. 
 
Rod has personally taught hundreds of students through his one day art workshops 
and created countless projects and courses for beginners to learn from. 
 
Today Moore Art School is busy developing new courses and projects which are 
available to members of the Learn To Paint Academy. 
 
Rod has also in the process of helping hundreds of students start their own Art 
Teaching business through the development of the Moore Certified Instructor 
program. The program which shows artists how to earn a part or full time income by 
establishing their own art teaching business, already has graduates and participants 
in Australia, New Zealand, USA, Canada, Ireland, Saudi Arabia, and UK. 
 
You can find out more about Learn To Paint Academy at 
https://www.LearnToPaint.academy 
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Rod Moore is an Australian landscape and seascape artist living on the Sunshine 
Coast in Queensland. Having spent most of his life in Melbourne he moved to the 
Sunshine Coast for the warmer weather, stunning beaches, and mystical hinterland. 
 
Rod started painting seriously in his 40’s after having accidently walked into a J W 
Turner exhibition at the Tate Gallery in London whilst there on business. Mesmerized 
by the stunning works that adorned the walls he decided that becoming a full time 
artist was his destiny. 
 
After spending hours on YouTube watching how to paint videos Rod enrolled in and 
became the only Australian certified instructor of the Alexander Method. Quickly 
though Rod realised there had to be a better way and started developing the Moore 
Method of Painting. 
 
Together with his wife Sue, they started two TV shows ‘Plein Air Painting’ and ‘Yes 
You Can Paint’, both of which were 13 episodes and broadcast around Australia and 
New Zealand. 
 
Rod is influenced by the Australian Heidelberg School of Artists and Impressionism.  
 
You can find out more about Rod and view his artwork at http://www.RodMoore.art 
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Become A Moore Certified Instructor 
 

 
 
Have you ever thought about teaching art or starting an art teaching business? 
 
If you have a passion for art and love working with people then starting an art 
teaching business might be perfect for you. 
 
Right now we are looking for 10 new people to join our Moore Certified Instructor 
program where we show you how you can start an art teaching business in your area 
and make a part time or full time income running your own art teaching business. 
 
Sound like something you would be interested in? 
 
Want to learn from Rod’s experience and leverage all of the work he has put into 
building the Moore Method of Painting? 
 

Click Here To Learn More 
 

Watch the video, read all the info then email Rod and let him know your interest. 
 
It’s never been easier to start and there has never been a better time than right now. 
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Ready For More Painting Projects? 
 
Now that you have learnt the basics of the Moore Method of Painting your next 
step to advancing and growing your skills is to practice more projects using what you 
have learned. 
 
Projects like these will help you to develop and grow your skills as an artist: 
 

  

  

  
 
 

There is absolutely no doubt at all that you will improve the more you practice. 
 
If you want to learn even more about the Moore Method of Painting, gain a deeper 
insight, and have a regular supply of new projects for you to try and master then … 
 

Click Here For Access To These Great Projects & More 
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Why Is Rod Wearing A Yorkshire Cap In The Blazing 

Heat Of A Queensland Summer? 
 

 
 

SSShhhh … It’s A Secret :)  
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Thanks For Reading … Make Sure You 

Connect With Us Here: 
 

 
Click To Follow on Facebook 

Join The Community In Our Facebook Group 
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